


THE PROJECT /

Research from this investigation was first 
presented in The Civilians’ Brooklyn at 
Eye Level at the Brooklyn Lyceum in 
2008. Like that community presentation, 
In the Footprint is far from an indictment 
of the Atlantic Yards project or a protest 
piece; rather, the show tries to examine 
how the conflicts erupted, what is at the 
heart of Brooklyn communities, and what 
can be learned from the death and life of 
an American neighborhood. 

The play has a book by Artistic Director 
Steve Cosson (Gone Missing, This 
Beautiful City), and new songs by com-
poser Michael Friedman (Bloody Bloody 
Andrew Jackson, This Beautiful City). The 
run will also feature several post-play 
presentations and panel discussions with 
local politicians, activists, developers, 
business owners, and historians as well 
as the creative artists.

BROOKLYN AT EYE LEVEL /

was presented to packed houses at the 
Brooklyn Lyceum in December of 2008. 
Playwright Steve Cosson and composers 
Michael Friedman and Michael Hill used 
the transcripts from the interviews 
conducted for the project as verbatim 
dialogue and lyrics that illuminated the 
real concerns and opinions of the people 
directly affected by the development plan. 
Through collaboration with Urban Bush 
Women, Michael Hill’s Blues Mob, local 
youth from the Atlantic Terminal 
Community Center, Brooklyn Tech High 
School, The Civilians created a 
spectacular evening for those most 
profoundly affected by the Atlantic Yards 
project: the people of Brooklyn. The show 
was called “High-brow and brilliant” in 
New York Magazine’s Culture Matrix, and 
received spirited, enthusiastic responses 
in talk-backs with audiences. 

The Civilians presents the world premiere of In the Footprint, a new play 
with music, at the Irondale Center in Fort Greene from November 12 
through December 11, 2010. The play documents the many perspectives on 
Brooklyn’s largest land development project in history at the Atlantic Avenue 
railway yards. This lively presentation of theater, occurring two blocks away 
from the construction site, takes inspiration from interviews with the real-
life players in the story of Brooklyn: residents, business owners, community 
activists, politicians, students, and many others. 

 “This has been a saga. It really has. Race, class, gender, politics, poetry, sex, 
drugs, rock and roll even. If somebody was to make a movie of this, people 
would say no. The characters involved, the drama. It’s a dramatic Brooklyn 
epic.” — Bertha Lewis, Interviewee and Chief Executive Officer and Chief 
Organizer of ACORN

MICHAEL FRIEDMAN / 

is a founding Associate Artist of The 
Civilians, and has been the Composer/
lyricist for the company’s This Beautiful 
City, [I Am] Nobody’s Lunch, Gone Missing, 
and Canard, Canard, Goose? He also 
wrote music and lyrics for Bloody Bloody 
Andrew Jackson (Outer Critics Circle 
Award), Saved, In the Bubble, The Brand 
New Kid, God’s Ear, and The Blue Demon. 
His music has also been heard at theaters 
across the country and in the UK. Film/TV 
work includes On Common Ground, 
Beloved, Emile Norman: By His Own 
Design, Floaters and Affair Game. He is a 
recipient of a MacDowell fellowship and a 
Princeton University Hodder Fellowship. 
He received a 2007 Obie award for 
sustained excellence.

STEVE COSSON / 

is the founding Artistic Director of the 
acclaimed investigative theater company 
The Civilians. With The Civilians: co-
writer/director of This Beautiful City 
(Drama Desk, Drama-League, Lortel 
Nominations); co-writer/director of 
Paris Commune; writer/director of the 
long-running hit Gone Missing (New 
York Times’ Top 10 of 2007 list.); writer/
director (I Am) Nobody’s Lunch, (2006 
Fringe First award). He’s directed at 
theaters including Hartford Stage, Soho 
Rep, Williamstown, O’Neill Conference, 
New Harmony Project and others. He 
has been a Fulbright Scholar in 
Colombia and a MacDowell Fellow. His 
plays have been published by Oberon 
Books in the UK, Dramatists Play 
Service, and an anthology published by 
Playscripts Inc. 
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