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Well, I have, you know, I've been doing political work, you know, on and off for a while, and I, um, you know, I've been waiting for a moment like this for some time, you know? The last five years or so after I did, um, a project against the World Bank in India, I was there for two years and I came back to the United States looking for ways to get involved politically and really struggled with not finding something, um, so I - I'm like I've been very much like open to and waiting for something to break through New York politics, you know? Because the left in general and, you know, I know it the most in New York because I’ve, you know, been watching and participating to a degree, um, you know left politics has not been working, you know? Certainly not in New York and, you know, there hasn’t really been, you know, a whole lot to get excited about. 

So I didn’t know about the protest on the 17th, and I’m on a lot of mailing lists, so that’s curious to me, um, but I heard about it right afterwards and I heard about how, um, the cops had pushed the protestors basically into Zucotti Park and that they just decided to stay. And I thought that was really funny and you- I thought that was a really cool idea, you know, I thought that was a really strategic move on their part and a really good thing to do, so I went right down. So I, the third day I went right down there just to see how I could help, what was going on, what I could do. Some of my first instinct was to just be like what do you guys need, because I wasn’t ready you know, I’m like 44, I’m living in Greenpoint, I’m not ready to take my suitcase – my sleeping bag over to Zucotti park just yet, although I’ve been thinking about doing it, um, but what do you guys need, so at that point they were worried about rain coming, so they need tarps, emergency blankets, different things like that. So you know I was in a financial position to be able to just  run to a hardware store and get them some of that stuff, so that’s what I did, um, only later to watch the police, uh, on video on their live stream take all the tarps away. But, they subsequently got a lot more tarps and things, so I was watching you know and I was like really, I was excited that they were doing – this.

So the first week I was going down there everyday, I was learning about the general assembly, participating in the general assembly everyday and trying – fighting my own cynicism, you know, because a lot of my friends, um, and myself included, but my friends especially you know, very cynical and I saw a lot of cynical things by people that I – I you know used to be politically active with – on Facebook and stuff you know and I was really trying to fight that. I mean you know I pretty much thought it was going to fizzle out and go away, but you know I was just like we gotta try you know? Like that was my feeling, like let’s try anyway, you know? So - so I stayed there, I went everyday, you know I take the 509 ferry here after work and I go down and then I participate in – in either a working group meeting, a – one of their - they have people speaking generally around that time, or and then staying for the General Assembly, so I’ve gone to as many general assemblies as I can, um, since that third day, um, so its changing so fast it’s really hard to say, you know? 

Like I’m really interested in what’s going to happen, but you know it’s like nobody knows, you know, nobody knows what’s going to happen which is exciting and frustrating at the same time. So, when they, you know, so then the first march that they had, you know, the one where the cops maced those young women and there was a lot of police you know, um, you know, there – there – there was more police force and violence then we had expected. When I showed up I was a little late, I’m used to things – in New York politics it’s like you plan a march for twelve, you know the real march – the kick off, you know, moment is in – an hour later, because you’re waiting for people to come. But these guys they’re just like, they say 12, they mean 12 so I showed up at 12:30 and they were already gone. So I was trying to catch up with them and I caught – and I was seeing, I use Twitter as like a tool to follow it or look things up, “oh what is happening?” and I heard some of the kids say, “OMG this thing is huge”, so I was getting really excited and I get there and it was tiny, uh, that march, um and so my first – you know my heart kind of sank, and I was like oh well this is tiny, what a bummer. Um, but then I very quickly realized cause I wasn’t an organizer at the march, I just knew about it from going to the GAs, um, I quickly realized that it was unpermitted - and we were in the street. So my perspective on it completely did a 180, I was like this is great you know, this is great. 

And so a small number of people, because I was in – on May 12th down on Wall Street there were 20,000 people including myself, you know, protesting the financial sector as well as the budget cuts, there was 20,000 people, it took months to organize. You know labor unions, non-profits, all the community based organizations, whatever you want to call them, were involved, and uh you know we all marched around Wall Street and then went home and had dinner, you know, and that was it. And nothing came out of that, you know? I don’t know how many people were at that second march, the one where the police um - um made that tactical mistake of using violence which got some media attention, but there weren’t many. I mean really there weren’t that many, maybe 200, I mean it really wasn’t that big. And um, but it was really exciting we were in the streets, and the police were coming after us with their you know orange nets and like trying to get -  and so people were weaving around traffic and you know taxi drivers were honking their horns in solidarity, and it was fun, you know? It was really so much different than that march on May 12 and I had – I’ve had a lot of discussion at Zucotti park with people who were part of that May 12 organization and you know, like, “why is this different?”  you know, “why is this different?” and that’s really an important question to be asking right now.
Um, it’s different because I mean, its – its structure – the structure of it is quite different, not -  The most obvious difference is it’s not group based, right? Like May 12 was group based, like these are the list of endorsing organizations and this is the list of participating organizations, etc. Um and that’s the way New York politics has been as long as I can remember you know? It’s very group based, there hasn’t been much of an anarchist movement, I mean, we’re not saying anarchism right now. I - maybe some of the kids down there are saying anarchism, but really participatory democracy is the jargon that people are using, which really just amounts to social anarchism, but, okay. Participatory democracy - so people are there, the biggest difference is, which is so empowering for me and what I’ve just been waiting for - for so long is that people are down there just representing themselves – for the most part. I mean, you know, that’s the intent, is that I’m representing - I’m here representing myself as part of a larger group, and I don’t  speak for the group and I don’t speak for anybody else, which is not the way New York politics normally works at all, right? Very hierarchical organizations, you know, the non-profits, even the most radical non-profits in New York, which you know, I’ve – you know, are structured like corporations. They’re non-profit organizations, they’ve got an executive director, they’ve got funding, they’ve got constraints, this is very different from that. Um, organizationally, so, um, I think it’s deriving a lot of strength from that, staying power from that. 

But in the beginning it was really scary. Like God, we just didn’t want this to – I really didn’t want it to fizzle out so that’s why I went to the Brooklyn Bridge and got arrested, because it just felt like it was this – we were – I just felt like it needed a little more, it just needed a little more push, and I wasn’t part of – I mean I had been down there everyday and I had spoken with the organizers and I had you know some connection there, but really unless you’re – I think unless you’re really sleeping there or unless you’re – it’s hard to be part of everything going on unless you’re actually there. And so if you are there all the time you just, you tend to be more involved, um, I - and I chose not to get involved with the direct action working group even though I’ve done a lot of direct action in the past. I got involved with the outreach group, which is who I’m working with, but I just felt at that time, and I don’t know if it was planned or not, honestly. I was at the very, I was really at the front of when people started going out onto the roadway, so I saw the whole thing happen, and to me - it really didn’t look planned, like I think they, I don’t know if the direct action committee had planned something or not, but it really didn’t appear planned, because everybody was going up on to the walkway. 

And I just – just by sheer coincidence happened to be, um, at the juncture between going up the walkway or going onto the you know, the roadway coming from Brooklyn. And the police were kind of like, it was like very clear that they were like - the police were standing there, and then we were standing there and there some people yelling “Take it! Take the bridge!’ and the police kind of turned around and started walking onto the bridge. So, they were clearly leading us onto the bridge, and it was really obvious, and it was really obvious that it was entrapment because I knew. I mean, I feel really bad for the people that didn’t know and I feel a little responsible, you know? That I didn’t think more about the other people – and I’m really glad it happened, so I hope everybody else is really glad it happened, you know, that ended up on that bridge, but I personally knew that there was no way the cops – that Bloom- I keep wanting to say Guiliani – there’s no way that Bloomberg was going to let the cops let us - march us all the way to Brooklyn. I mean that was an absurd scenario, you know? That we were going to get stopped at some point, um, but I just decided at that – I just decided you know this is a very - you know the timing - the timing is important right now. 

The Brooklyn Bridge is a big you know monument, everybody across the country is going to know what the Brooklyn Bridge is, you know, like, it just had a lot of good symbolism. So it just seemed like okay, and I didn’t want to get arrested, like I promised my partner I wasn’t going to get arrested, you know, from the beginning, the second I went down to Wall Street, “oh, don’t worry I’ve been doing this forever, I don’t want – I’m tired of getting arrested,” you know, “I’m not going to do that anymore, I” you know – “I uh – I know how to manage the cops, I know how to keep my eyes open, I won’t get arrested,” but I’m telling you, the energy at that moment… And people started saying, “Let’s take the bridge!” and then people started singing and dancing! You know  that chant that says, you know, “go up, go down, there is revolution in this town!” You know and people started singing that with like so much energy and we literally just like started dancing out on the bridge and it was just – it was impossible to not do it, you know? And it just - it just it was like okay maybe this is going to get the media’s attention, because up until that point there really hadn’t been anything except, I think it was the Daily News that had the cover of that woman’s cleavage, you know, with the police holding the woman down, you know? That unfortunate photo, um, so anyways, uh, you know, I went out onto the bridge and I’m glad I did – you know I just accepted it and I was like “okay, we’re going to get arrested” and – and this – “I hope it’s worth it”, and, uh, and it was. 

What was really cool for me to see, because I hadn’t ever seen this used before is this whole concept of this people’s mic, I don’t know where – how – where that started, how it evolved, but it was used, you know. I’d been using it in the GAs, but we used it on the bridge. So you know people called people’s mic, I mean there was a lot of fear – a lot of fear, a lot of tension, we were trapped, I mean, you know, like we were trapped, you know, so there wasn’t any running away. I mean there was people scaling up, and there were police boats down below, I mean, I don’t think anybody was thinking of jumping, you know, but I mean that’s not why we went out there, to jump off the Brooklyn bridge. But, um, we were trapped, and it was scary and it was tense and somebody called people’s mic and I was just like, “yes,” and somebody called people’s mic and they – you know – and somebody called people’s mic and then one of the organizers and he was up on the pedestrian bridge, he wasn’t with us, but somebody I had seen at every general assembly. He was clearly part of the group that had been organizing this from the beginning, said, “it would be a good idea”, (imitating people’s mic) “it would be a good idea”, “if everybody sat down and locked arms”, you know, which was really good, because that’s the like the best thing you can do in a situation like that, you know? It’s like a sign of – it’s a sign of civil disobedience, but at the same time it’s a sign of nonviolence, you know? And it was just so great that we were able to use the people’s mic to communicate an important tactic that we had to – that was really like, people really needed to do and not everybody could. Because we were so crowded in, not everybody could actually physically, but a lot. I was able to and a lot of us were able to and that made things feel more calm, you know? Somebody called a people’s mic to call a group meditation, you know? It was like everybody was really working very hard to keep it calm and keep it nonviolent, and um, because what had happened last week with the cops and here we were like sitting ducks on the Brooklyn bridge, you know? So it was – it was really good experience. It was a really good.


I mean I didn’t like getting carted away, and I didn’t like spending the night in jail, and – um – They gave me two summonses, one for disorderly conduct and one for, I can’t really read the writing to tell you the truth, and it’s too early to care, right now, but um, the court date isn’t until December 14th. The other one, I think it has something to do with blocking traffic, it’s worse than blocking traffic, it’s like, blocking major traffic, or I don’t know what, but um, but yeah so… And there were you know I was in – I was actually the last – they took us to seven different precincts. I was out in Utica – in precinct 77 which is way out in Brooklyn, which was a pain in the ass because then it took me a really long time to get home afterwards, but, um I was with a lot of – I was the oldest person in my group, you know? I’m 44 and there was a lot of 18, 19 year olds you know, and who were really scared, and, um, I don’t blame ‘em, and uh, so, I don’t know why…
There was myself, there was another woman that worked in the, um, worked in the um, in – the court system in the, um, as a – as a not as an attorney, but in the public defender’s office. So she was able to you know help out with a lot of legal technicalities, and you know- I and, you know, I just, you know, tried to - I tried to help. There was a couple women who were really freaking out because their handcuffs were too tight, you know? We spent- it took a long time to get out to Uitca avenue, there was, you know, just -  for some reason there was a lot of… I mean we blocked the Brooklyn bridge, so getting out to Brooklyn wasn’t so easy. But you know, I – I was trying to help out by just saying, you know, I couldn’t reach her or the others who were – there were women that were crying. I was just telling them you know, “can you move your fingers?” because if I could have reached over I would have asked them to press my fingers down and see if they could move them, but I couldn’t reach them so. Because my hands were behind my back, um, in handcuffs and um “can you move your fingers?” “yes,” you know, “but they’re tingling, they’re tingling,” I don’t know, I was like, “that’s okay. what about your upper arms?” you know, um, “no they’re better,” I’m like, “okay, you’re gonna, it’s going to be okay, take a deep breath, it’s uncomfortable, you’re not gonna, you know this isn’t going to permanently damage you, I know it’s really uncomfortable now, I know it hurts,” that kind of thing, and then trying to get people’s mind off of things by just having – like talking about other things, you know? Like the cops turned on some music so we were talking about music and just trying to keep people’s mind off of the scariness of like getting over there and then, uh, once we were there and we were processed and we were put in these cells then we just had conversations. 

You know we had some political conversations. Uh a lot of the kids that I was with were students from out of state, people had come from Vermont, I mean, you know they had come for this. I don’t know how they heard about it, but you know, there were a lot of people from out of state which was causing them problems because if we were – if there was – if it was – we thought we were going to get DATs, desk tickets, which means you have to show up, you know, um, in person. And so some of the out of state students were freaking out, you know worrying about how were they going to get back to New York and deal with this and everything, but so we were discussing that.
No we got summonses, which is different, it’s less – it’s easier, um. And the National Lawyers Guild is, you know, going to help us, um. I haven’t checked into the details of it too much cause we’ve got a lot of time, um, and they’re dealing with so much day by day, you know, it’s like, I’m just holding off, but I certainly need to get in contact. I’ve given them my – I’ve called and left my name and phone number and told them which precinct I was in. They were there waiting for me, even though I was the very last one out of the precinct, they were there waiting, you know? So they know, they know, you know, who was there, and so I think it was just – I think it was really – I’m really happy about it. I feel – I just feel happy. I feel proud actually, you know, I just feel really happy to have been there because it was really important. It got a lot of media attention. It got the media rolling, you know, and that was really lucky. I don’t mean it was lucky, I don’t know what it was, but it – it got the media attention rolling. And I think it – between the courage of the people that are just actually occupying the park, day by day, and dealing with all the things and hassles that they have to deal with there, and you know, you know the courage of being able to take the bridge, I think at the – I think all of that has helped inspire this – national you know, truly national movement now. That really – is – it’s – that people can’t ignore anymore. You know, um, so just in terms of like tactics and stuff, I think the Brooklyn Bridge thing was really you know whether or not it was planned – you know, I don’t know if it was planned or not, but I think that was a very good moment, you know?

That surprises me. That surprises me because I see, I mean, you know there’s a huge diversity of ideas down there. Um, you know and I think there’s a, you know, it’s a mix of id – of- it’s a mix of political analysis and just feelings, you know? People feel enraged about what’s going on and they well should, and it’s about time for people to express that you know? So just the- the I haven’t seen anybody that’s been apathetic and just thinks this is a fun thing to do. I mean, I’ve seen a huge range of ideas, so many of which I don’t agree with, but how could I expect an 18 year old to have, you know, I mean at 18 I did not have the economic, you know, I wouldn’t have been able to form an economic analysis, you know? Or political analysis of this situation in the same I – I might form one now, and I can’t form one now the way somebody who is older than me or who has spent more time than I have or whatever, I mean we’re all at different points

Well, I think a lot of people, I mean, you know, there’s – it breaks down, it seems, the ideas seem to break down into two pieces. One, which is our democracy is failing, and the other which is our economy is failing, you know? So there’s the political ideas and there’s the economic ideas. And the political ideas, you know, um, of getting lobby – you know kind of getting lobbyists out of Washington and - versus the economic idea of taxing the rich. I mean these are both, you know, good ideas – really good ideas. I mean wouldn’t it be great if the lobbyists were out of Washington?  And wouldn’t it be great if the rich paid a lot more taxes, you know, and the rest of us stopped having to pay as much taxes. I mean, these would be really good things, um, but I don’t really agr – I mean that’s really not why I’m there, you know? 

I’m really – I really am not, my hopes and dreams for what a different world are not about reforming the current system, however, well intentioned or however – well – radical. Like I’ve heard calls for ending corporate personhood. And um there – at the beginning there was a, this discussion is pretty – it seems like it pretty much ended, but at the beginning there was this huge – there was this idea that we were going to create a set of demands. And then there became this argument about whether we were going to create demands or not, and I was one of the people who was on the side of no demands. Um and I know the movement is heavily criticized for no demands, but too bad, you know, because….that’s not what, you know we’re all gonna, I think, I think it’s just too complicated than that right now, you know? Then, too, if – I think if a couple weeks ago we had created a set of demands it would have alienated people, it would have been – that would have been the focus, rather than people’s empowerment which is really what the focus is now, you know? 

That’s really how I see it, the focus is like getting people to stop being so apathetic. Whatever it is that they think needs to change, you know, it’s like, that’s great, just speak up, you know? So like a lot of people are talking about taxing the rich, I mean, fine like tax the rich, I mean that’s not personally something that I’m going to put on a sign. Um, what I hope is that you know new and totally different structures are created. I mean, from my perspective, you know, capitalism clearly isn’t working and I think regardless of what we do, it’s going to implode. It’s just a mater of when, you know? And a lot of people say that, I mean, you know, that’s not my idea, that’s Emmanual Wallerstein, that’s like, whoever, you know? There’s a lot of thinkers out there that are putting that – that have put that idea out there for a long time. David Harvey, you know, Slavoj Zizek, you know?  Whoever, and I agree with that.  Um, so the trick is and I think what everybody who’s looking at this seriously wants to know is what are we going to do when that happens?  

Because right now, I think what we have one our hands is a really healthy rebellion, you know? Which is great, and what we don’t have right now, is a bunch of riots, which is awesome. Which is one of my biggest fears, um, my two biggest fears are that we’re either going to have riots, um, which is – which will spoil this thing, which could ruin this thing. Well, you know, riots have been happening all over the world. We had riots in London, before that there were riots in France. I mean, you know, people are mad, you know? And we’ve got this huge outpouring right now of nonviolent civil disobedience, but you know, not everybody wants to be nonviolent, you know, so we could have riots? You know, I personally want to be nonviolent, I – but others don’t. I’m sure there’s a lot of people that don’t want to be nonviolent, so if – I’m just worried about riots, um, happening, and, um, derailing this thing. That’s one of my worries. 
The other worry is too many people talking about thinking that the next step is reforming our system and it getting co-opted by the Democratic party. I mean that would be a ridiculous – I mean – I almost wanted to say joke, but it’s just too horrible to be called a joke. I don’t know what you want to call it, it would just be a tragic end to what’s been going on. Um, but yeah new structures, new structures, I don’ t know what they’d be, you know, like for example, um, if we really started working in our communities in this way of participatory democracy. I’m hoping to start doing that in Greenpoint, that’s why I joined the outreach committee and we’re meeting tonight, um, to start taking about how to get organized and outside of the square. Um, but getting people together in communities and starting things like, you know, um, I forget what they call it in anarchist circles, but um, you know as an alternative to using you know the, the, the police and the justice system, you know? Using arbitration, methods of community arbitration to solve disputes, you know, rather than calling the cops, um. Just I think it’s a long haul thing, I mean, it you know, for the – for what I would like to see, it’s not going to happen over night, it’s going to be a long haul thing and I hope it happens before (exhales) you know, capitalism really collapses. 

Because the scary thing for me right now is that, while this is an awesome, I mean this is beyond my wildest dreams so far, but it’s still – it’s still just a healthy rebellion. And it’s not enough to – it’s not enough to counter what would happen if our financial institutions were like really to collapse, you know? Like you – there is, there is, there is a demand, like end Wall Street. I mean, that’s to me ridiculous, like our financial system is – is necessary – the finan – the banking and financial industry is necessary to make capitalism work. I mean the fact that they ran off with all the money is obviously not a good idea, and is horrible and what we are all protesting, and they should be more accountable and they should be working for the people of this country, not for the wealthy. But just to say, for example, well, you know, “end Wall Street” – that’s – that’s an asinine statement, um. But again that’s okay, because that’s expressing what, you know, people who don’t have – who are saying that are feeling the anger of what the financial industry has done. So I can’t, you know, I’m not against the people who say that. I just sort of smile and say, I understand why you feel that way you know? You know as opposed to my friends who post things on Facebook and say, “look at this stupid sign”, you know, like that’s useless, go down there and make a better sign! You know, so, I don’t know, I think there’s just a mixture of like, people that are really – that are – that are thinking this through. 

But most people including myself – just – just you know, we’re just angry and just frustrated, and it’s so clear, I mean the US census report just came out like a month ago or whatever and 1 in 6 Americans are living in poverty. I mean that’s the same poverty rate in – that exists in India, I mean our definition of poverty is obviously completely different, but it’s unacceptable. And it’s 1 in 5 in New York, I mean, and so why given this situation and the fact I mean, you know, this – you could quote study after study after study showing how like you know median incomes for the working class and middle class have declined since the 70s, but with things as bad as they are now, you know, we’ve got poverty levels at the rate they were at the Great Depression. You know, and people – are sitting at home and maybe complaining over the dinner table, but, like nobody’s doing anything about it, you know? This is getting people to do something about it, even if it’s just going down to Wall Street and making a sign that says, you know, like, “Tear down Wall Street” or something that’s maybe not the smartest thing in the world, but expresses a really honest feeling and a really honest reality of what’s going on. 
Well yeah, I mean, in – that’s – that’s –that’s – that’s – that’s the question, and it’s so hard to like, I haven’t… It’s the question on my mind, it’s the question on so many people’s minds, I mean I’ve heard so many people ask that question down at Zucotti park. And I have had plenty of political discussions with people, I have had discussions with, um, the younger people, I’ve had discussions with people my age and older, and a lot of people want to know, like what should we do next, what do we need to do, you know? And, I mean, right now, you know, it’s just, I think it’s a timing thing, it’s just going to take time, right now. We – people need to get empowered and this is helping people do that, and we also have to get over our differences. Like, racism in this country is a huge problem that is dividing you know the 99%, right? So, how can we have conversations with people from the Tea Party, you know, how can we have those conversations like, both the Tea Party movement and this movement believe that our government is just completely corrupt, like I agree with them 100% on that point, so we have a lot in common. Um, unfortunately we have our differences too, and one of those big differences is racism, and blaming, um, different groups  within our country that are not, you know, the culprits. So, having that discussion is like really really important and that’s one issue.

 And the other issue I see just in terms of thinking about how I’m going to deal with organizing in Greenpoint, um, I know a lot of people in Greenpoint, and people are, like how do we get people involved, you know, people are busy. People are really busy, like, either people are working and busy making ends meet and they don’t have time to go to community meetings everyday and build a new society. It’s a big order, you know? And like you know… Or one is getting over the apathy, there’s a lot of people that are unemployed that you know could – we could be coming together and trying to figure out, you know, we’ve got a soup kitchen here that’s really active, a food pantry and soup kitchen at the church down the street. Um that’s where I plan to start holding meetings when this thing kicks off in – you know in the communities. We start having meetings about how do we – how do we expand that, what – what do we want to do?  Like, I mean, I don’t know, I think people just need to get ready (laughs) ready – because -  in a positive way. Because if we’re not ready, if we don’t have – if we don’t have these conversations and our communities aren’t solid and together by the time things get worse, which I truly believe they will, then the opposite is going to happen, you know? And we’re just going to have like riots and people fighting each other and just like – you know really, really the opposite kind of situation. So I think the important thing right now is really building community, building local community and getting prepared you know?

 I was at the US Social Forum, um in 2010 and I learned a lot about what they’re doing in Detroit, you know? And Detroit’s been decimated by deindustrialization in this country, decimated. I was shocked. I had never been to Detroit before and I was shocked. Yeah so, but what they were doing, like urban agriculture is huge, you know? And feeding people and taking over abandoned buildings. And you know dealing with issues of food and shelter on a community level, outside of the existing structures, political structures. I – I don’t know that’s kind of a, it’s such a weak answer, but I just you know, I just don’t know what we need to do to take this from a rebellion to a revolution without a huge hierarchical structure. Because that’s how revolutions are viewed, that’s our history of revolutions and they haven’t really worked, you know? So how do we have a revolution that doesn’t have that strong hierarchical structure? Now I don’t think, I don’t believe that we don’t need structures, I think we do need structures. But what those structures are going to look like, I think we’re just going to have to figure it out step by step and hope that we can – we can do that before things totally fall apart. 
I mean, I feel pretty positive about it [union involvement] right now, and I, I mean – I hate, you know, I was going to try to avoid saying this on tape, but I really am just really fed up with our existing forms of organization. Not so much with the labor unions because I haven’t been a union member, so I haven’t had to deal with the frustrations that other union members have had. But I’ve had discussions with - at Zucotti park, so I kind of understand what they feel, but I’ve been involved with a number of non-profits because it’s been the only way to really get involved that I’ve found in New York. And my frustration with that structure is – I mean is really, really, really strong, so… However, I found it very, very interesting - and I made a lot of calls to those same non-profits that I work with at the beginning, and I said, “hey come join us on Wall Street.” Nobody returned my call, didn’t surprise me, um, but now that the unions and the, you know, community based organizations is the nice word, um, are – are endorsing this thing or joining in, so far so good in my opinion. 

Because I’ve seen very little tabling at Zucotti park, I mean, okay, Code Pink was there with their sign and their table and you know Workers World was there with their table and the Socialists all – the Socialists – some Socialist faction was there one day with their table. Um, but there’s been very little of that, there’s been very little of that. Um, people are coming as individuals, they’re – I mean, I – I had so far, nobody has tried to own this movement, you know what I mean? So, I think it’s great, the more people that get involved the better, as long as they don’t try to own this thing, you know what I mean? And so, for example on Sunday, I wasn’t there yesterday, but on Sunday when I was there. Um, the third day when I went, my first day, when I was asking what everybody needed one of the – one of the strongest things that people said they needed, which I couldn’t provide, unfortunately, was a solar panel. So I immediately tweeted it, put it on Facebook, “hey does anybody, can anybody donate a solar panel? You know they really need”, you know, and on Sunday there was a truck there with 20 solar panels. Um, on Cedar street, on the Cedar Street side of the park. And um, there was no branding on the um truck, just it said something about a better future you know, green energy, something like that. I didn’t know what it was I thought it was some green company that was like – I didn’t – I really wasn’t sure what it was. But, um, I saw it tweeted afterwards that Greenpeace had donated that and was powering the park, but Greenpeace’s name was not on that truck. At least I didn’t see it, you know? 
And that – I just, I just, I just, that just, that just made me so happy, you know? And that’s what we need, we need everybody on board, everybody on board, you know? But not trying to be like, not trying to take the media attention, not trying to own it in some way. That’s going to be the real thing is like how does a leaderless movement, how do people share power, you know? And so far, in my opinion, so far so good. I mean there’s definitely a core group down there, there’s definitely some decision making that’s happening behind the scenes, but, nothing that I would feel that was important enough to really criticize, you know? I’m not going to say it’s perfect, because I know there’s some decision making going on there you know like, um, but it that kind of needs to happen, and if I was sleeping down there I’d be with ‘em you know? Making those decisions, and I’m not, so I can’t really criticize that, and - and the people that are sleeping down there are trying really hard to keep it as open as possible. 
And when people objected to the demands it – you know it was the original idea when this came from Toronto, you know, it was Adbusters that put out the call for this, the original idea was to put together demands, and when people said they didn’t want to demand they backed off and they said, “okay, we’re not going to do demands”, so it’s - it’s very messy, it’s not perfect, you know? There may be people down there that are down there just to have you know, to participate in a carnival like Zizek was saying the other day, you know he was speaking out there and he ‘s a Slovenian philosopher, and he was saying, you know, “just please, you know, don’t let this just turn into a carnival, you know, and something that phases out and we meet once a year and we think back oh wasn’t that fun, you know, wasn’t that a great moment in time, don’t let that happen” and there is you know probably some of that – that’s the nature of I think an open participatory process, is that you’re going to have a lot of different things.
Yeah, the only rea – yeah, the only reason I haven’t [slept out there] is that I, I actually don’t have a lot of friends that are – I actually go down there by myself. I really don’t have anyone to go down there with me. My partner’s not, you know, she’s interested, she went down with me one day, um, and she’s supportive, but she’s certainly not going to go down and sleep in a sleeping bag in the park. Um, um, but I have a – I- I have a friend coming back from a vacation and I think that she’s gonna, um, want to go down there at least for a little while, you know. I’d like to go down there and sleep down there for a little while just, so I could get a little more, uh, I don’t know just get a little more connected, feel a little more connected. Again it’s starting to reach a more organized – things are starting to get more organized. For example the outreach committee which I’ve been talking to, um, the – there’s the guy who’s been wanting to lead outreach from the very beginning, the third day I met him, this awesome guy, we had a lot of conversations in the park about what a – how to do outreach, how should we structure it, how should we deal with it? 

And tonight’s the first really general big meeting that’s going to happen outside of Zucotti park, we’re having a dinner and a discussion, about how are we going to organize outreach throughout New York City and in the five – you know throughout the five buroughs. Yeah it’s all the outreach committee, the people that are sleeping in the park, the people who have signed up to do outreach like myself from the beginning, people who have been signing up everyday, people who go today might find out about it and just decide if they want to come. Um so we’re just, we’re just – it’s just a point right now where it’s getting, you know, we’re going to start talking about, “okay, what’s next?” with taking this beyond Zucotti park you know? In the beginning, it’s been floated where we’d had like point people in different neighborhoods, or point persons, you know, if there’s a small group, and then you know go forth and do what you know…
So I think the idea is just to get point people together so at least when people come to Zucotti park and say, “I want to get involved with outreach, I live in Greenpoint who – is there anybody from Greenpoint that’s doing stuff in Greenpoint?” so we can all connect. That’s like the next step, and then once I find my Greenpoint people, we can all decide, like, I mean, I’ve got my own ideas that I’ve already been formulating, but you know get everybody together and say, “okay what do you think, what do you think people will be open to and receptive to, how do we start this?” My personal idea is that we should have a meeting at the church, um, that’s kind of the community center of the neighborhood, um, and where they have the soup kitchen and the food pantry and everything. And there’s been a lot of, people have been making a lot of short videos, I thought we could have a screening. Just like, do you want to know more about it? Have a screening of like the videos because people love to see, you know, that’s – what could attract people and then just have a discussion, you know? Okay, okay, probably no one here wants to go down and seep at Zucotti park, or if you do this is how you do it, you know, but (UNIDEN).
Um, I can’t believe Bloomberg has let it go on, I mean, I know he’s not in charge anymore. It’s Homeland Security, and in Boston just, the Boston PD just tried to kick everybody out of where they were – are in Boston last night, you know, they arrested 100 people, um, beat a few veterans, you know, um, I think – I guess, I can only assume that Bloomberg thought that this would peter out at the beginning and better not to show – better not to have some bad press, just let it peter out. That was probably their thinking at the beginning and then as it started growing it’s becoming more of a problem, you know, so it’s – a problem for them, like, if they kick everybody out of Zucotti park, what reaction is that going to create with the public you know? If they kick out  - everybody out of Zucotti park, is it just gonna like, people are going to be mad, but just go back to you know whatever they’re doing, or are people going to get mad and start taking over everything, you know? 
It’s, you know, that’s – I’m sure that’s what they’re weighing, so, I don’t know how long it’s going to last. It’s going to depend on what - what Homeland Security decides, um. It depends on how about a number of, uh, weather issues, getting through the winter and if we can get past… There’s a community relations working group that’s learning- with the local community and that community, the local community board down there has created a subcommittee to deal directly with the people at Liberty Square. Um, and they’re trying to help us get a sound system, um, which is kind of funny because one of their complaints is too much sound, but on our end we’ve shortened like, um, quiet hours, we’ve moved it back to 10 o’clock so we’re trying to, um work with the local community. The tent issue is going to be really, really major - like are we going to be able to – if people can’t put up tents, how are we going to last out the winter? So there’s a lot of really practical issues. 

Even if Bloomberg and homeland security don’t make a big move, um, so those are the issues how they’re going to get – how they’re going to get – especially the tent thing is really, really important. Because people are knitting, they’re knitting like you know warm clothes, people are taking in huge sweatshirt and sweatpant donations, I mean, people are preparing for colder weather. But, um, the police aren’t allowing us to put up tarps, the only tarps that we’re allowed right now are the ones o – covering the computers, but people can’t get under the tarps, so you’ll see cops coming in if anybody’s like under the tarp with their laptop. At the media center, the cops will come in like 20 -25 cops will come in and say “you’re not allowed to be under a tarp”, the media committee will say “well, can I have my hands under the tarp?” and then there’ll be a silly conversation and then the cops’ll say just don’t get under the tarp that’s our marching orders, and then they’ll leave, so no tarps, no tents. I don’t know how that’s going to get worked out. I’m hoping the community – you know will help – will help, um. And then there’s the National Lawyers guild. Um, I don’t know, you know, I’m sure that they’ve got some ideas, but you know, weathering the winter is going to be - even if they decide – even if they decide not to – I don’t know, if they’re going to risk kicking people out or not. At this point, I mean, just because it’s growing more and more and more it’s getting harder and harder and harder for them to make that decision, so now I think it’s more a matter of making it through the winter. 
That’s what I’ve heard [that Homeland Security is in charge]. I mean I’ve certainly seen enough Homeland Security vehicles down there. I mean, I can’t really say that’s a fact, but I’ve heard it over and over again. Chase donated 4.3 milion dollars to the NYPD. Well the time, they didn’t say this is to handle Zucotti park, but the timing was right . That was - I can’t remember exactly what day but, um, it was about I think a week and a half ago, you know? I mean it was clearly for this, I don’t think they announced that it was for this. I’ve seen it and heard it so many times, I’ve assumed that’s true, but with so much going on, like, I am lucky enough to have a job so I’m working basically full time and then I go down most nights to Zucotti park. So I don’t have the time that I really want to have to do the research and do the analysis, because right now I think it’s really important. I think we’re at a point now where enough momentum’s been built, I feel like I can step back a little bit and start thinking more, you know? But still it’s hard, because I – you know tonight’s the community outreach meeting. I mean, there’s always a reason to go down there, you know, so frankly I haven’t had enough time to do the research, to check on the Chase issue, to check on the Homeland Security issue, to research every statement Bloomberg makes. I’d be very interested in just following his every move, you know? Getting commentary from, um, you know, the, you know intellectuals that I admire, like all these things I’d like to have time to do and I just haven’t had time to do it. And that’s really the thing that I want now, is the time to think, but there just hasn’t been much time to think, because it’s changing so fast. And there’s just so many things going on to do, you know, if I wasn’t working it would be different. I’m glad that’s not the case but um that could be the case soon. I’m on a short term contract, which is up at the end of the year, so maybe in January I’ll have more time, um…

I’ve done a lot of political activism, I have never been involved in a protest that’s been commented on by the President of the United States. I mean, that’s something, I mean I don’t like him, but that’s – that’s – that’s you know a position of power that normally doesn’t comment on local New York politics at this kind of level. 
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