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(White woman, 40s, long time involvement in New York politics)

I didn’t know about the protest on the 17th, and I’m on a lot of mailing lists, so that’s curious to me, um, but I heard about it right afterwards how, um, the cops had pushed the protestors basically into Zucotti Park and that they just decided to stay, so I went right down. My first instinct was to just be like what do you guys need, because I wasn’t ready you know, I’m like 44, I’m living in Greenpoint, I’m not ready to take my my sleeping bag over to Zucotti park just yet. 
The first week I was going down there everyday I was participating in the general assembly everyday and trying – fighting my own cynicism you know because a lot of my friends um and myself included, you know pretty much thought it was going to fizzle but let’s try anyway, you know? 
Um, the most obvious difference is it’s not group based, right? Participatory democracy is the jargon that people are using. The biggest difference is, which is what I’ve just been waiting for -for so long is that people are down there just representing themselves –I don’t speak for the group and I don’t speak for anybody else, which is not the way New York politics normally works at all, right? Very hierarchical organizations, you know, the non-profits, even the most radical non-profits they’ve got constraints, this is very different from that. 
But in the beginning it was really scary, like God, I really didn’t want it to fizzle out so that’s why I went to the Brooklyn Bridge and got arrested. I was at the very, I was really at the front of when people started going out onto the roadway, and I just – just by sheer coincidence happened to be, um, at the juncture between going up the walkway or going onto the you know, the roadway coming from Brooklyn and the police were kind of like, the police were standing there, and then we were standing there and there are some people yelling “Take it! Take the bridge!’ and the police kind of turned around and started walking onto the bridge, so, they were clearly leading us onto the bridge, and it was really obvious that it was entrapment because I knew, I mean, I feel really bad for the people that didn’t know–but I personally knew that there was no way the cops – that Bloom- I keep wanting to say Guiliani – there’s no way that Bloomberg was going to let the cops let us, march all the way to Brooklyn. I mean that was an absurd scenario.

I just decided you know the Brooklyn Bridge is a big monument, everybody across the country is going to know what the Brooklyn Bridge is, and I didn’t want to get arrested, like I promised my partner I wasn’t going to get arrested, from the beginning, the second I went down to Wall Street, “oh, don’t worry I’ve been doing this forever, I don’t want – I’m tired of getting arrested”, but I’m telling you, the energy at that moment and people started saying let’s take the bridge, and then people started singing and dancing, you know, that chant that says you know, “go up, go down there is revolution in this town”, and we literally just like started dancing out on the bridge and it was just – it was impossible to not do it, you know? 

And it just it just it was like okay maybe this is going to get the media’s attention because up until that point there really hadn’t been anything except, I think it was the Daily News that had the cover of that woman’s cleavage you know, with the police holding the woman down, you know? That unfortunate photo, um, so anyways, uh, you know went out onto the bridge and I just accepted it and I was like okay, we’re going to get arrested and – and this – I hope it’s worth it, and, uh, and it was – what was really cool for me to see, because I hadn’t ever seen this used before is this whole concept of this people’s mic. So you know people called people’s mic, I mean there was a lot of fear – a lot of fear, a lot of tension, we were trapped, so there wasn’t any running away. I mean there was people scaling up, and there were police boats down below. So somebody called people’s mic and then one of the organizers said, “it would be a good idea if everybody sat down and locked arms”, you know, which was really good, because that’s the like the best thing you can do in a situation like that, you know it’s a sign of civil disobedience, but at the same time it’s a sign of nonviolence, you know? 
I mean I didn’t like getting carted away, and I didn’t like spending the night in jail, but, um I was with a lot of – I was the oldest person in my group, you know, there was a lot of 18, 19 year olds you know, and who were really scared. I tried to help there was a couple women who were really freaking out because their handcuffs were too tight, I couldn’t reach her or the others who were– there were women that were crying, I was just telling them you know can you move your fingers, “yes, you know, but they’re tingling, they’re tingling,” I don’t know, it’s going to be okay take a deep breath I know it’s really uncomfortable now, I know it hurts, that kind of thing, and then trying to get people’s mind off of things by just having – like talking about other things, you know, and once we were in the cells we had a lot of political discussions which helped.
Well, I think a lot of people, I mean, the ideas seem to break down into two pieces,one which is our democracy is failing and the other which is our economy is failing, you know, so there’s kind of getting lobbyists out of Washington and versus the economic idea of taxing the rich, I mean these are both, you know, good ideas – really good ideas, but I don’t really agr – I mean that’s really not why I’m there, you know?  My hopes and dreams for what a different world are not about reforming the current system. At the beginning there was this huge – there was this argument about whether we were going to create demands or not, and I was one of the people who was on the side of no demands um and I know the movement is heavily criticized for no demands, but too bad, you know, because…. I think it’s just too complicated than that right now, you know, I think if a couple weeks ago we had created a set of demands it would have alienated people, it would have been – that would have been the focus, rather than people’s empowerment which is really what the focus is now, you know.

The scary thing for me right now is that, while this is an awesome, I mean this is beyond my wildest dreams so far, but it’s still – it’s still just a healthy rebellion, and it’s not enough to – it’s not enough to counter what would happen if our financial institutions were like really to collapse, you know, like you – there is, there is a demand, like end Wall Street, I mean, that’s to me ridiculous, like our financial system is – is necessary – the finan – the banking and financial industry is necessary to make Capitalism work, I mean the fact that they ran off with all the money is obviously not a good idea, and is horrible and what we are all protesting, and they should be more accountable and they should be working for the people of this country, not for the wealthy, but just to say for example, well, you know, end Wall Street – that’s – that’s an asinine statement, um, but again that’s okay, because that’s expressing what you know people who don’t have – who are saying, that are feeling the anger of what the financial industry has done, so I can’t, you know, I’m not against the people say that, I just sort of smile and say, I understand why you feel that way. You know, as opposed to my friends who post things on Facebook and say look at this stupid sign, you know, like that’s useless, go down there and make a better sign. 
I wasn’t there yesterday but on Sunday when I was there, um, my first day, when I was asking what everybody needed one of the – one of the strongest things that people said they needed was a solar panel so I immediately tweeted it, put it on Facebook, hey does anybody, can anybody donate a solar panel, and on Sunday there was a truck there with 20 solar panels. No one taking any credit for it. And that – I just, I just, I just, that just, that just made me so happy, you know and that’s’ what we need, we need everybody on board,not trying to take the media attention, not trying to own it in some way, that’s going to be the real thing is like how does a leaderless movement, how do people share power, you know? And so far, in my opinion, so far so good.

