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I’m originally from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, which was the first city to ban fracking. Yeah, hydraulic fracturing, drilling for gas, gas drilling, um, I’m currently living in Brooklyn, I moved here two years ago. Oh, no, I’ve been out here pretty much every day, a couple hours here and there, um, I’ve been collecting signatures, working on this fracking ban - with an organization called Food and Water watch and United for Action. Also been participating slightly in the food system that uh is also here at Occupy Wall Street, which is amazing. They’ve had a lot of, uh, they’ve had really great community support, they’ve been receiving a lot of donations from local businesses, um and people are really responding well to eating predominantly vegetarian/vegan foods – there’s a lot – you know there’s a lot of pizza being donated, but there are a lot of people that are here, walking around, coming back from marches and you know we need to support their calorie intake (laughs).

I made 4 pots of chili with a friend named Thomas who came in all the way from Florida, he drove up here with a group of three other guys and we cooked chili for 6 hours, and actually came and served it here, uh, for lunch. It was an incredible experience. Yeah, I woke up at 6:30, because I was concerned, I didn’t have any pots to cook them in, so I went around to a couple different local food shops in my area and was able, the, the owns – uh, what was the bakery called, I wish I could remember, there was a local bakery, a local bagel shop, and a local bar that each donated a pot for me to take home and yes another local Mediterranean restaurant. I just went in I said, “Hello, my name is Lisa, I’m cooking food for hundreds of people, would you mind if I borrowed one of your big steel pots?” 

Um, a couple of people asked why, I mentioned are you familiar with what’s happening down at wall street – and the response – one woman was very enthusiastic she was so happy to lend her support. She had said she has a young child and she herself was concerned for our country’s future and she wishes she could be here so this was another way of participating, and then the bakery that donated a pot as well had said that they’d be interested in donating muffins for breakfast, so that’s something they’re going to do later this week. Then I brought all the food here, we drove up in a cab, my friend Thomas from Florida, he’s manager pretty much over there now, he’s running the show, he’s -cause he’s been sleeping here, there’s those – I – there’s dedicated people who have been committed to being here at all times, going on very little sleep, but they’re the ones that maintain the energy because they’re so inspiring.
This movement is so important because it really signifies that we’re creative, and we’re coming up with our own solutions to fight the corporate forces that just want to control our lives, the big companies don’t have any interest in creating jobs, and sustainability, all they’re interested in is controlling the economy and making decisions for the rest of us. And so this is a movement against that. 
