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LILY

We’re both medics here.  Been here 21 days.  21 days today.  

CHRIS

I’m Chris.  

LILY

I’m Lily.  We have a lot of people who are living here so it’s pretty much like – most of the time we’re playing mom or like, school nurse, for the most part, but yeah, we’re playing mom. 

CHRIS

Yeah, I’m great at playing mom. 

LILY

But sometimes – I mean we definitely had a lot more injuries from police brutality – we’ve been dealing with a lot of pepper spray because people have been getting sprayed a lot.  The one video of those two girls getting pepper sprayed, there’s probably been like 5 times that amount.   They’re getting a little wild with their batons, like the other night there was a group of kids who were kind of trying to initiate a riot for the most part.  And we’re not about that at all.  We’re a very, very peaceful group.  But they were pushing over barriers and stuff so – I mean those kids had what was coming to them.  But we treated like 3 different girls who just happened to be near them and got pepper-sprayed.  

CHRIS

We have this mixture made of half Maalox, half water that you squirt in the eyes.  It acts as a base and clears out all the the toxins in the peppers.  

LILY

It’s so funny, it looks like milk.  It looks like we’re squirting milk onto their faces.   

CHRIS

Sometimes I want to put it on my cereal. 

LILY

The other day a kid came who got hit in the shin with a baton – just split his shin open with a baton.  He was like a tiny, little guy.

CHRIS

We also have a lot of handcuff injuries, people who get nerve damage…
LILY

Other than that, we’ve been dealing with a lot of mental illness too… I mean, everything is free so we’re a huge – kind of where all the homeless people tend to be flocking as well. When I say mental illness, that’s in the very broad scheme of things.  The people who treat this as like a full-time job and maybe get 2 to 3 hours of sleep, and that have been doing that since day one - so 21 days now – are really starting to like, they’re starting to lose it a little bit, just getting so stressed out and tired.  We try to help by like taking them – like I live in Brooklyn, so I bring people to my house to sleep, get rested, shower and stuff.  A lot of people do that around here. 

CHRIS

There’s um one kid – like you said, it’s a community – and this one kid I was talking to a few days ago, who was here five days prior to that, and I loved that he said it in this way: I go, “How long you been here?” He says, “Oh, I moved in here about five days ago.”  (They both laugh)

LILY

So many people around here bought one-way plane tickets from California and Oregon and Washington.  They’re like, “Yup, that’s where I’m living now, I quit my job, and now I’m here.” I just happened to be moving again and – it was gonna be Austin, Texas or Brooklyn, and I was like, “Well I’ll move to Brooklyn so then I’m right there for the occupation.” We’ll be here however long it takes. 

CHRIS

I’ve got a little medical training background – I’m a firefighter in New Jersey, that’s where my training comes from. 

LILY

Everyone at the medics station has some form of – I’m an EMT myself.  Lots of other EMT, paramedics, and anyone else  - we have a lot of other people that have just first-aid, but they’re there to help too.  It’s great. 

CHRIS

We met here.  I didn’t really know anyone else here.  

LILY

And we’ve made friends here that’ll last forever.  (laughs)  Forever and ever and ever. 

CHRIS

Yeah, we’ll become friends on facebook. 

LILY

No, we’re not on facebook.  I’ve had one – since twenty days of being here – I’ve had one friend request on facebook.  I thought that was amazing.  Just one!  It’s great, I haven’t been on facebook in probably like a week and a half.  Like I checked it the other day and I was like, there’s only one friend request, like that is awesome.   I’m just gonna get rid of this thing.  

Oh, 2 days ago when um there was like thirty thousand people down here, it was – cause all of the unions and – yeah, Wednesday – and all the – it was like walk-out-of-school day.  Probably one of the best – all of a sudden this group of fully-suited EMT’s and paramedics, walked down to the medics station.  And they we’re like, we’re here for the whole day to march with you guys. And all of them – I almost started crying, like I literally almost started crying – it was just so relieving ‘cause we were so tired and had been through so many people and they, uh, they were just there.  They were just like, We’re here to show our support.  

Also, Jeff Mangum from Neutral Milk Hotel gave a private concert at 12 o’clock on Tuesday night.  Right up there. Tuesday night at like midnight. I cried. There was only like probably a hundred people because at night it gets like, there’s just not as many people.  And he just showed up and everyone was like – wait, aren’t you… and he was like, “Yeah, I got my guitar, I wanna play you guys a concert.” It was… I – they’re my favorite band.  Of all time. there’s so many celebrities walking in and out of here, I haven’t even –It’s just like, I’m too tired.  (laughs)

CHRIS

Something really cool actually –And the union – TWU union, Transport Workers’ Union – is on our side, so the MTA’s not gonna allow a the use of a city bus to arrest us anymore.  

LILY

It also means the police in the city – their funds – can’t collect overtime.  So there’s a lot of angry cops that won’t get paid overtime.  We drained the city of the money for overtime stuff.  So they’re getting paid a regular, hourly wage for overtime.  

CHRIS

Two nights ago, there was maybe five cops here in one night or something, when we normally have like 20 or 30 around.  

CHRIS

I mean we had maybe two- or three-hundred people the first week or so and now there’s thousands everyday.  There’s not a day there’s under three-thousand people here.  

LILY

And the weather’s nice.  And you can find anything.  Like, we have a town hall.  We have a town planning committee. And the great thing is, you can join any committee.  If I got sick of medic committee and I was like, Oh I wanna join zoning committee, they’ll be like, Okay come on over, join our zoning committee. The Sanitation Committee is my favorite committee. The main guy, he’s on a skateboard and he skates through all the park with a broom.  He’s like one of the main sanitation guys.  All day, keeping this place clean. 

CHRIS
Toilet?  There’s a McDonald’s.  

LILY

Yeah, Burger King has locked us out pretty much.  Burger King’s like, “No.  You’re not allowed in here anymore.”  McDonald’s, all the employees love us, they like give us stuff and they talk about what’s going on.  And then O’Hara’s – that pub down there?  We use that one instead of having to go to McDonald’s all the time.  

CHRIS

I like that when Burger King started not serving us, all the union workers working on the World Trade site boycotted Burger King.  

LILY

I mean like we are in the walk – I mean when you go – ‘cause they had that big art gallery, the 9/11 Memorial art gallery on Wall Street and from there to there is a direct walk.  You have to walk through us to get there.  So like so many of these foreigners and stuff, they’re like walking through and their like, “What going on?”  And I mean nobody’s afraid to stop and explain what’s going on.  

