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I was raised about 45 minutes away in the Hudson Valley, my dad’s a Teamster.  This is my seventh day here, camping here, yeah.  Um, I’ve pretty much been waiting for this my entire life.  Before I heard of this movement, I was working uh, a dead end job in a small deli that was really like, I’m pretty sure, a front for money laundering. So I quit my job and came here to work in this kitchen.  I stole a bunch of food from work to bring here.  My boss is a lawyer so doing it is just his hobby and even if it closed down it really wouldn’t hurt him at all.  
I just always had a sense that the way society was is not – how it’s supposed to be -- and I’ve just always had this feeling that I don’t know whether someone stole my life, or if it’s just negligence on the part of the people trying to make money, but I know that things are wrong and that this is the opportunity I’ve been waiting for to fix it. Even high school, it just felt so pointless and I wasn’t really learning anything, and they ended up sending me to alternative high school which is pretty much like daycare for teenagers and then they expect me to try really hard and go to college? I don’t know, man, it just didn’t make any sense to me.   If you look outside of America, it’s mostly places that America is exploiting, so there’s really nowhere to go.  Yeah, this is really empowering and I feel like I couldn’t be doing anything better than this right now.

If you go uptown it’s just business as usual… everyday our numbers are growing and more and more people are aware, so I really don’t know how long it’s going to take, but I’m in it for the long haul. I just went home last night, got a bunch more supplies. I brought an extra sleeping bag, I tried to sew it up and wash it good because we had a meeting about the shortage of sleeping bags. 

Feeding people for free is amazing, it feels great, I’ve had a lot of people be like “why are you giving away free food?” and I’m like, “Uh, people need food to live,” it really helps keep people here.  People stop by on their way from work with their backpacks and just pull food out and hand it to us, or money. 

I didn’t know what to expect, at first, you know in regards to safety and, um, cleanliness, but we have the sanitation department and security department. We keep everything clean and safe here. I leave my stuff all over the place here and nobody fucks with it.  It’s like everybody loves you just because you’re here, and you’re here for the same reasons.  I haven’t felt a sense of community anywhere else as strong as here. 
We’re trying to like build a model community of how people should really treat each other and support each other and how everybody should be involved in everything. And um, I don’t really have a life, so, (laughs)  I  - I have this now, it’s great. 

